Greanvills, Ga,
Moh ld- 1893.
Dear Pather;

Thinking you would like to hear directly from tha atorm
which swept away nearly or quite half of ouwr town. 1 shall
write you s letter. The storm came up hurriedly from the
pouth-west about # ocolook on the night of the 35rd inst. Really
the storm wae on ua befors we wers aware of our danger. I went
out doore and looked at the olouds not more than one minute
or & minute and a half befors the oyelone stroock my house.

The oloud loocked like the glare of A fire behind a hill. I was
pure when I looked at the olouds that & oyolome was ocoming,

but hoped it would mism my house. I had just shut my front

door behind me when Mr. Davidson and his slster ran In. Kr.
Devideon was very much exolted, saylng that we must get in

my oellar at onoe. Before we oould plock up the chlldren the
storm etruck the house. We simply stood looking at each othsr
expeating the woret to happen. I realirsed 1ln a few ssconds that
the oyolome had passed and went out on my front porch to mese
what damegep had been dons. My front jyerd was literally full

of tree tops, Jolete, rafters, sheeting, ehingles and bricks.

1 could see these thinge by the lightning Henry Hall'e house
whiech is not mors than 25 feet from mine on the west elde of
mine, is & two story bullding, built in the good old times when
houses were more strongly built than now, It waa the top of

his house that wae Iin my yard. Hle house saved mine as 1t sat
just in front of mine im the track of ths etorm. The strest

on which I live runs east and weest. The house next to me on

the eeast was oocoupled by Mr. N. F. Wright. It was & large

two story house, bullt mbout oms year ago at a gost of £2000.00,
It was erushed flat to the ground. I do not suppoee that the
highest perpendieular height of the wreck was more that eix

or seven feet. I saw both these houses in a sscorxl or two alfter
I went out on my fromt poroh- and their comdition. In my Wright's
house wares himeelf arnd wife and three small children and Mrs.
Wright's mother, who is Mre. Plerson of Newman. Not a one was
burt. They were oought under the wreck; and 1t took us two
hours to out and saw thsam all out. That thsy could have escaped
at all seems miraculous. I learmed thie: That the safsst place
inside & house in a storm ies on the floor by by the side of
large trunks or objecte that can hold up large timbers. A sirest
rune entirely through our town east and weet. The town north

of that ptreset is in ruine. The Negro Baptist church, the Wegro
Methodiet churoh, the college building, ths Fresbyterlan church
and four residencss (white) were ocompletely demolished. Our
lsrge two story brick stors was also leveled wlth the ground.
Quite a rumber of negro houses and weaker atructures- 40 or

50 in munber- were lilkewise destroyed. Neaerly every houss on
the north side of the etreest mentloned was unrcof'ed and other-
wise damaged, sxeept mine. roof ie on but badly damasged.

Two hundred dollars will eover my losess, hoth in town and

on my farm 5 milee east of town. The tin roof on my stors was
partislly sorn off. Brother Btratom's houms wam slightly damaged.
It ie in the extreem south sids of the town. Ths Baptiat church




was not blown down, but is & oomplete wreck. It might as well
be down.

Whan that storm ptrusk Gresnvills, nsarly avery body
went to praying. Wicked men mads no bonee of the matter. Thay
simply fell on their lmees and prayed aloud. Our marshsall who
is & rathsr wlcked man was in the sitting room of the hotel in
company with 12 or 15 gentlemen and in their presence fell on
his knees and prayed sarnesstly. It was no lsughing matter with
the othar gentlemen, for nearly &ll of them joined him in praysr.
This showe whether men balleve 1ln God or not.

Oftenn when I 1lie down at night I wonder 1f you have remem-
bered me in your prayers that night. The night of the eyolone
I felt confldent you had. Tou rescllsct I onos asked you alwaye
to remsmber me.

The roaring of the storm as it was dolng its awful work
was fearful, It cannot be told. Large timbsr ocut of Hull's
houss were driven against my house and into my house and yet
I didn't hear anything of it, so great was the noilss.

Mr. Robert L. Winslow's house was ms completely destroyed
as Mr. Wright's. At the time him wife waa in oconfinement. Bhe
wes poon resousd and the child wae borm in about an hour after
the storm, Mother and baby both dolng well.

From exposurs the night of the storm 1 have been gquite
aick. The whole town is very btusy repeiring and rebuilding.

Exouse the haste and marmer of thie letter.

Yours ae ever
W. B. Howell

(This lstter was probably from Willism 8. Howell to Rev. J. H.
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